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jcpenney Grant Helps More Children participate in the YMCA of Rowan County Afterschool Programs 
The Saleeby-Fisher YMCA, J. Fred Corriher, Jr. YMCA and the J. F. Hurley Family YMCA were three of the 235 Ys nationwide to receive a $5,000 grant from jcpenney to provide more school-aged children with financial assistance to attend afterschool programs at the Y. As a result, more children in Rowan County, who otherwise could not afford to participate, have access to life-enriching afterschool programs that cultivate the values, relationships and skills kids needed to thrive, now and as adults. 
This is the 8th year that jcpenney has supported the local Y’s afterschool programs. 

The YMCA of Rowan County sees the benefits of this collaboration first-hand.  “The Y’s partnership with jcpenney has enabled us to provide working parents with peace of mind and their children a safe and affordable place to learn, grow and thrive,” says Jamie Morgan, CEO of the Y. “Our local jcpenney store has been a very dedicated partner, not only in funding our afterschool initiatives, but also by promoting and supporting our community events and programs.” 

 For example, our local jcpenney store has been a long time supporter of our annual "Lights On 
 After School" event that occurs each October at the J. F. Hurley Family YMCA.  Additionally, 

 Charlene Frisby, store manager and her staff participated in the 2011 pennies for heaven 
 campaigns in on behalf of the at-risk children in our program.  Store Associates have also volunteered for the Annual Buck Hurley Triathlon. 
In addition to awarding afterschool access grants, jcpenney supports approximately 500 Ys through pennies from heaven, the company’s philanthropic initiative that raises donations four times a year at jcpenney stores nationwide.  During the designated campaign periods, jcpenney customers have the opportunity to round up their purchase total to the next whole dollar and donate the difference to the store’s local afterschool partner. 
YMCAs have been engaging children in afterschool programs for more than 50 years.  Today, Ys impact the lives of hundreds of thousands of youth at afterschool programs across the country. YMCA afterschool programs focus on the holistic development of youth and include elements that promote health and well-being, social skill development, emotional development, artistry, character development, sports and service.
The YMCA of Rowan County, a Rowan County United Way Agency, has 330 kids enrolled in its After School Program with 136 or 41% receiving financial assistance.  
About the Y 
The Y is one of the nation’s leading nonprofits strengthening communities through youth development, healthy living and social responsibility.  Across the U.S., 2,700 Ys engage 21 million men, women and children – regardless of age, income or background – to nurture the potential of children and teens, improve the nation’s health and well-being, and provide opportunities to give back and support neighbors.  Anchored in more than 10,000 communities, the Y has the long-standing relationships and physical presence not just to promise, but to deliver, lasting personal and social change.  ymca.net  
